
To:	  Kuspuk	  School	  District	  School	  Board	  
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Date:	  May	  12,	  2020	  
	  
District	  Reading	  Growth	  Data	  (Please	  see	  enclosed	  packet)	  
	   	  

Just	  a	  reminder	  that	  there	  will	  be	  no	  new	  state	  testing	  data	  provided	  for	  the	  
2019-‐2020	  school	  year.	  	  For	  school	  designation	  and	  grant	  purposes	  we	  will	  continue	  
to	  use	  2018-‐2019	  data.	  	  However,	  we	  will	  continue	  to	  use	  District-‐wide	  Benchmark	  
data	  to	  inform	  instructional	  decisions,	  plan	  for	  intervention	  and	  enrichment	  needs,	  
and	  monitor	  student	  progress.	  	  	  For	  this	  monthly	  report	  I	  focused	  on	  English	  
Language	  Arts	  growth	  data	  for	  students	  taking	  the	  STAR	  Reading	  test.	  	  Growth	  was	  
measured	  from	  the	  first	  test	  session	  of	  the	  school	  year	  (Sept	  2019)	  until	  the	  last	  
benchmark	  test	  (March	  2020).	  	  	  Please	  let	  me	  know	  if	  you	  have	  questions	  regarding	  
the	  document	  in	  your	  packet.	  	  	  You	  will	  see	  that	  overall,	  nearly	  60%	  of	  KSD	  students	  
in	  grades	  2-‐12	  achieved	  their	  growth	  goal	  this	  year	  (at	  least	  a	  year’s	  worth	  of	  
growth).	  	  While	  we	  would	  definitely	  like	  to	  see	  that	  number	  a	  lot	  higher,	  it	  is	  
encouraging	  that	  a	  majority	  of	  KSD	  students	  are	  making	  adequate	  growth.	  	  My	  
intention	  is	  for	  schools	  to	  dig	  deeper	  into	  this	  data	  to	  see	  what	  is	  happening	  at	  the	  
classroom	  level.	  	  We	  should	  be	  asking	  what	  adjustments	  should	  be	  made	  for	  
students	  who	  are	  not	  meeting	  their	  growth	  goal?	  Teachers	  will	  be	  able	  to	  use	  the	  
data	  for	  planning	  instruction,	  intervention	  and	  enrichment	  for	  the	  coming	  school	  
year.	  	  Teachers	  should	  also	  collaborate	  with	  their	  peers	  both	  in	  their	  school	  and	  
across	  the	  district	  to	  build	  shared	  knowledge	  on	  how	  to	  improve	  student	  growth	  
and	  achievement.	  In	  August,	  we	  will	  again	  give	  the	  Universal	  screener	  test	  to	  see	  
where	  all	  students	  are	  after	  the	  extended	  school	  closure.	  	  We	  are	  definitely	  
anticipating	  some	  backwards	  slide,	  and	  will	  be	  preparing	  teachers	  for	  how	  to	  best	  
address	  this	  in	  the	  fall.	  	  	  Next	  month	  I	  will	  share	  both	  Early	  Literacy	  Data	  (K-‐2),	  and	  
Math	  Data	  (K-‐12).	  
	  
Alaska	  School	  Leadership	  Institute	  –	  Virtual	  Conference	  
	   	  

After	  School	  is	  out	  KSD	  will	  have	  a	  team	  of	  administrators,	  including	  the	  new	  
Superintendent,	  and	  Literacy	  Coach,	  attend	  the	  Annual	  Alaska	  School	  Leadership	  
Institute.	  	  This	  year	  the	  Institute	  will	  be	  taking	  place	  virtually	  so	  that	  teams	  can	  
participate	  from	  their	  home	  communities.	  	  The	  School	  Improvement	  Grant	  provides	  
the	  funding	  for	  registration	  fees	  for	  this	  conference.	  	  This	  year	  the	  conference	  has	  
some	  topics	  that	  are	  immediately	  relevant	  to	  our	  current	  situation,	  and	  we	  will	  be	  
spending	  time	  planning	  as	  a	  team	  for	  the	  opening	  of	  school	  in	  the	  fall.	  
	   2020	  ASLI	  Conference	  Topics:	  
	   	   -‐Building	  resiliency	  in	  students	  and	  staff	  
	   	   -‐Communicating	  through	  a	  major	  disruption	  and	  tools	  for	  effective	  	  
	   	   	  communication	  	  -‐	  with	  colleagues,	  students	  and	  families	  
	   	   -‐Using	  data	  for	  designing	  fall	  instruction	  
	   	   -‐Planning	  for	  different	  scenarios	  for	  opening	  school	  next	  year	  



August	  In-‐Service	  –	  Looking	  Ahead	  
	   	  

The	  leadership	  team	  has	  made	  the	  tough	  decision	  to	  hold	  August	  in-‐service	  
virtually	  this	  year.	  	  There	  were	  several	  factors	  that	  played	  into	  the	  decision.	  	  First	  of	  
all,	  we	  are	  unsure	  how	  the	  state	  of	  things	  with	  COVID-‐19	  will	  be	  in	  August.	  	  Teachers	  
traveling	  back	  from	  the	  lower	  48,	  and	  new	  teachers	  coming	  in	  from	  outside	  will	  
likely	  still	  need	  to	  quarantine	  for	  14	  days,	  which	  would	  be	  very	  difficult	  if	  we	  are	  
expecting	  them	  all	  to	  be	  in	  Aniak	  on	  August	  11th.	  	  Second,	  we	  will	  not	  have	  the	  use	  of	  
the	  Joe	  Parent	  building	  for	  lodging	  as	  the	  school	  construction	  company	  will	  be	  
housed	  there.	  	  With	  the	  enhanced	  need	  for	  sanitation	  and	  clean	  areas,	  housing	  60+	  
people	  in	  either	  of	  the	  schools	  would	  not	  work	  with	  limited	  bathroom	  and	  shower	  
facilities,	  not	  to	  mention	  a	  lack	  of	  bedding.	  	  With	  so	  much	  still	  unknown	  it	  is	  the	  
most	  practical	  plan	  to	  have	  our	  first	  in-‐service	  online,	  with	  all	  teachers	  in	  their	  own	  
school	  building.	  	  With	  that	  said,	  we	  are	  planning	  to	  still	  offer	  high	  quality,	  practical	  
professional	  development	  that	  will	  be	  useful	  for	  teachers	  and	  have	  a	  positive	  impact	  
on	  student	  achievement.	  	  	  
	  
Resources	  for	  parents/families	  	  
	  
	   For	  parents	  looking	  for	  additional	  ways	  to	  get	  their	  students	  practicing	  
essential	  skills	  during	  this	  time	  at	  home,	  there	  are	  an	  abundance	  of	  resources	  for	  
both	  online	  and	  offline	  learning	  published	  here	  on	  the	  state	  website:	  
	   https://www.aklearns.org/educational-‐resources	  
	  
	   For	  homes	  with	  internet,	  parents	  have	  the	  option	  of	  signing	  up	  their	  children	  
for	  free	  accounts	  with	  ABC	  mouse	  (Pk-‐2),	  Adventure	  Academy	  (3-‐8),	  and	  Reading	  IQ	  
(PK-‐6)	  using	  our	  school	  code,	  and	  following	  the	  directions	  below:	  
	  

	  
	  
	  


