
	  

To:	  Kuspuk	  School	  District	  School	  Board	  
From:	  Emily	  Vanderpool,	  Curriculum	  and	  Instruction	  
Re:	  Board	  Meeting	  Report	  
Meeting	  Date:	  8	  March	  2018	  
	  
ASTE	  (Alaska	  Society	  for	  Technology	  in	  Education)	  Conference	  
	   The	  school	  improvement	  grant	  allows	  us	  to	  send	  teachers	  and	  administrators	  to	  this	  
annual	  conference,	  known	  to	  be	  one	  of	  the	  best	  in	  the	  state.	  	  	  At	  the	  conference,	  teachers	  
spent	  time	  in	  workshops	  and	  training	  sessions	  where	  they	  learned	  different	  methods	  of	  
incorporating	  21st	  century	  technology	  in	  the	  classroom,	  as	  well	  as	  networked	  with	  other	  
teachers,	  and	  technology	  experts	  across	  the	  state.	  	  	  We	  got	  to	  see	  samples	  of	  the	  latest	  and	  
greatest	  technology	  available	  to	  students.	  	  The	  Virtual	  Reality	  software	  and	  equipment	  was	  
very	  impressive!	  	  We	  heard	  from	  some	  amazing	  keynote	  speakers,	  and	  I	  believe	  everyone	  
left	  with	  some	  new	  ideas	  and	  inspiration.	  
	  
Battle	  of	  the	  Books	  
	   The	  district-‐wide	  tournaments	  for	  Battle	  of	  the	  Books	  were	  hosted	  between	  
February	  5th-‐9th.	  	  Preparations	  for	  these	  battles	  began	  first	  semester	  as	  students	  read	  12-‐
15	  books,	  depending	  on	  the	  grade	  level.	  	  Beginning	  in	  November,	  teachers	  held	  VTC	  
practice	  battles,	  so	  students	  could	  become	  familiar	  to	  the	  question/answer	  format	  and	  
other	  “battle”	  rules.	  	  	  A	  heart-‐felt	  thank	  you	  is	  extended	  to	  the	  teachers	  and	  para-‐
professionals	  who	  support	  Battle	  of	  the	  Books	  in	  their	  schools.	  
	  
Following	  are	  the	  schools,	  coaches	  and	  students	  of	  the	  KSD	  winning	  teams.	  	  	  

	  
District Battle Results: 
 
Grades K-2, Auntie Mary 
Nicoli Elem. School 
Coaches: Emerie 
Fairbanks, and Okie 
Morgan  
Students: Silas Hill, Nancia 
Morgan, Athena Winters 
 
Grades 3-4, Auntie Mary 
Nicoli Elem. School 
Coach: Jodi Darling 
Students: Ryder 
Vanderpool, Alana Kelila, 
Dorothy Nelson 
    Alt. Skylar Ciletti 
 
Grades 5-6, Zackar Levi 
Elementary School 
Coach: Patricia Gardner 
Students: Patrick Gardner, 
Matthew Gardner, Kaylyn 
Steeves  

Grades 7-8, Aniak Junior 
Senior High School 
Coaches: Cindy Long 
Students: Jena Boelens, 
Cyra Phillips, Angela 
Morrow 
   Alt. Aley Hoeldt 
 
 
(Note: AkASL does not hold 
a state level competition for 
students in grades K-2 as 
they are emerging readers.) 



	  

    
 

	  
	  
PEAKS	  Testing	  
	   I	  attended	  the	  state	  District	  Test	  Coordinator	  training	  in	  Anchorage	  on	  February	  
14th-‐15th.	  	  	  We	  learned	  about	  changes	  that	  have	  been	  made	  to	  the	  test	  this	  year,	  and	  other	  
important	  information	  in	  regards	  to	  test	  administration.	  	  I	  will	  be	  providing	  training	  to	  all	  
district	  test	  proctors	  on	  Wednesday,	  March	  21st	  to	  get	  them	  ready	  for	  the	  upcoming	  test.	  	  
Meanwhile,	  teachers	  have	  access	  to	  the	  Online	  Test	  Tools	  to	  prepare	  their	  students	  for	  the	  
testing	  format.	  	  	  	  Students,	  parents,	  and	  community	  members	  can	  access	  the	  online	  test	  
tools	  from	  any	  computer/device	  with	  Google	  Chrome.	  
	  
To	  access	  the	  Online	  Test	  Tools:	  

1. Go to ak.drcedirect.com 
2. Scroll down a bit until you see “Online Tools Training (OTT)” 
3. No login is necessary.  Just follow the directions, and click the link. 

	  
	  
Curriculum	  and	  Instruction	  Support	  Site	  Visits	  

One	  of	  my	  top	  goals	  and	  priorities	  for	  this	  school	  year	  has	  been	  to	  increase	  
communication	  between	  the	  District	  Office	  and	  our	  teachers/staff	  members.	  	  To	  help	  fully	  
understand	  the	  needs	  of	  our	  students	  and	  teachers	  I	  feel	  it	  has	  been	  extremely	  beneficial	  
for	  me	  to	  visit	  each	  site	  and	  every	  classroom.	  	  I	  have	  especially	  enjoyed	  getting	  to	  know	  our	  
students	  better.	  	  Here	  are	  the	  dates	  of	  my	  most	  recent	  site	  visits.	  
	   	  
	   February	  ~	  I	  visited	  ZLES,	  AMNES,	  and	  AJSHS	  
	   March	  6-‐8	  ~	  I	  will	  visit	  Crooked	  Creek,	  and	  Sleetmute	  
	   March	  19th	  ~	  Tentative	  plans	  to	  visit	  Stony	  River	  
	   March	  28th-‐30th	  ~	  Tentative	  plans	  to	  visit	  GMSHS	  &	  JOGES	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


